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Possible Future School Closures in ICSD

By now everyone has heard about the study that suggests closing an
elementary school in the Ithaca City School District (ICSD). You have
probably also heard that Enfield Elementary sits at the top of the
suggestions. The Board of ICSD has also said that there would be many
more studies before that could happen. They are not at this time
considering closing any schools. But, should we be prepared...

I would like to lay out some arguments against closing Enfield (I reiterate
that at this time there is no plan to do so). The taxpayer money spent on
capital projects, distance of students from other elementary buildings,
drop in number of students, and importance to the local community.
Please feel free to research these items, as I couldn't get actual numbers
due to my hectic schedule.

First, capital projects done at Enfield Elementary: While I couldn't get
numbers for Enfield specifically, in May of 2024 taxpayers authorized a
$125 million capital improvement bond. In May of 2019 taxpayers
authorized a $120 million capital plan. This money was spent across the
ICSD. Enfield has received a geothermal heating system that took two
years to install, a new roof, new facade, parking lot improvements, a new
main entry way, new bathroom, upgraded security features, and more.
That doesn't include the impressive new playground that was put in with
volunteer help from the community that was done fifteen or so years ago.
Seems to me that closing this building would be a HUGE waste of
taxpayer money.

Second, travel time (distance) for our children: Enfield and Caroline
Elementary Schools serve the students furthest from the City of Ithaca.
Closing either of these schools will greatly increase the time they spend
on the bus, or mean more buses. My daughter already gets on the bus at
7:00 for school. This means my child from five years old has been pried
out of bed at 6:25 am every morning to get on the bus. How much earlier
would I have to get her up for say a bus to Cayuga Heights? And I say
Cayuga Heights because that is where her best friend ended up attending
after the last redistricting that happened between her Pre-K and
Kindergarten years.

Third, drop in the number of students: There are many factors here that I
can only tell you to look into. Redistricting to make the elementary
schools more socio-economically diverse took quite a few households
from Enfield. I previously mentioned my daughter’s best friend. The new
redistricting left them just outside of Enfield. It also removed Linderman
Creek Apartments. How many students were removed from Enfield rolls
by that alone. Another factor are home schooled or open enrolled students.
There are several families that home school their children in Enfield.
There are even more that use the open enrollment policy of ICSD to take
their child(ren) to a different elementary school. The parents then must
provide their own transportation, but effectively remove that child(ren)
from Enfield. I also know of families that pay tuition to private school,
Newfield or Trumansburg. Yes, you can pay tuition to another public
school district. Again, you would have to provide transportation, but...



Finally, Enfield Elementary School is a vital part of our
community. We have had community events and
celebrations in that building for years. The Fireman's
Carnival, Harvest Festival, and Country Faire just to
name a few. Enfield Community Council holds youth
programming there. Enfield School Age Program
functions there as well. Our Holiday Breakfast and
Halloween Parade are huge community events. When
the playground was put in all those years ago, people
with no children or grandchildren stepped up to help. It
was an enormous community event. The Enfield
Volunteer Fire Company sponsors the Enfield
Community Council basketball program. This is the
only free youth sports program in Enfield! Our
community needs the school even with Enfield
Community Council opening the Enfield

Community Center.

I would encourage everyone to really look into these
items for yourselves. Fall Creek Elementary School
was on the chopping block twice, but the community
rallied and told the ICSD Board no successfully. We
need to email, mail, call or attend ICSD Board meetings
to tell them no, don't take our school. Our test scores
are up. Our new principal (and our last principal)
have been encouraging. Our faculty (teachers, aides,
custodial staff, special providers, cafeteria staff, and
administrative staff) are all wonderful people who
are true assets not just to our students, but our
Enfield community.

Thank you for taking the time to read this. Thank you
to those that contact the ICSD Board. I hope that Enfield
Elementary School (construction started in 1959) stays
serving our community for many years to come.

Cortney Bailey
President
Enfield Community Council

Energy Audit

The Enfield Community Council is having an energy
audit done on our building at 162 Enfield Main Road.
Under the guidance of a Cornell Cooperative Extension
staff member, Chris Skawski, we are trying to keep up
with the latest trends to make our building less costly
to run, to use less energy in our operation and
hopefully become an emergency shelter for the
community if the need arises. This is quite the process.
It will take some money to have done, and even more
money to implement. If anybody in the community is
interested in helping me accomplish this, give me a
call at (607) 227-1891. Tax deductible donations to our
organization are also an option.

Ann Rider
(607)227-1891

Enfield Valley Grange #295

We are planning on having a Pancake Breakfast,
Saturday, March 7th.

Other breakfasts planned are for April 4th; and May
2nd from 7:30 am — 10:30 am. Our menu will include
pancakes, French Toast, farm fresh eggs, country
sausage, home fries, applesauce, juice, coffee, and tea.
Adults are $12.00, and children 5 and under are free.

Please watch our sign for other events.

Our grange meetings are held the third Wednesday of
each month at 2:30 pm.

We are always looking for new members and
volunteers that are interested in helping the
community. We welcome you to join us!

Our building is always open for rentals with reasonable
rates. If you or anyone you know is looking for a place
to hold an event, the Grange Hall is an excellent place.
Please contact Carol Baker if interested at
(607)-272-2144.

Submitted by Carol Baker
Master, Enfield Valley Grange
178 Enfield Main Rd.

Ithaca, NY 14850

Can We Celebrate Both Days?

The 4th of July — Independence Day — celebration
commemorates the day in 1776 that the Thirteen
Colonies in what is now the United States declared
that they were no longer subordinate to the king of
England. The 5th of July — Emancipation Day —
commemorates the day in 1827 that people of
African descent celebrated the end of slavery in
New York State.

Can we celebrate both days? That will be the subject of
a community discussion on Wednesday evening, July
1st at the Enfield Community Center. There will be
some presentations, and in a community listening
exercise, we will hear from each other. There will also
be a potluck dinner. Save the date! You're invited!

This is an advance notice; more details to follow. This
event is organized by the AntiRacists in Enfield. You
can contact us at antiracistsinenfield@gmail.com.



Shoutout Thank You
and Appreciation

e  Wegman's gift card for Cabin Fever

e  Tompkins County Tourism for Cabin
Fever grant

e  Enfield Volunteer Fire Dept for sponsoring
the Elementary basketball program

e  Town of Enfield for financial support

e  United Way for financial support

e  Volunteer coaches for Elementary
Basketball teams: Cassady Richardson,
Sidney North, Matt Milano, John Sing,
and Stephen Anderson

e Community members for financial support
and presence at events

e  Physics Bus for participating at Cabin Fever

e  Brain Shoppe for loaning us games and
activities for Cabin Fever

Calendar of Events

Check out what is happening at the Center (and posted
on the sign at the bottom of the driveway)

April

10th Adult night out — Board Games at the Center 6-8
pm games brought to share, finger food, and drinks

11th Café at the Center 9-11 am

May

10th Mother's Day Breakfast 9-11 am
16th Café at the Center 9-11 am
June

20th Café at the Center 9-11 am

ECC Wishlist

Vacuum cleaner

Electric can opener
Various sizes of ski boots
Volunteers!

Other Regularly Scheduled
Events & Business Hours

Senior Citizens
3rd Wednesday 11:30 AM-1:.00 PM at the community
center. Meeting includes a dish-to-pass luncheon.

Senior Fitness Class
Tuesdays at 10:.00 AM

Family Tae Kwon Do Class
Thursdays at 5:.30 PM

Enfield Elementary PTA
EnfieldPTA@gmail.com or text 607-342-3037

Anti Racists in Enfield

1st Saturday of the month from 10 AM—noon at the ECC
pavilion in warmer weather and the community center
in the colder months. Contact
antiracistsinenfield@gmail.com for details

Food Scrap Collection
Saturdays 9:00 AM-11:.00 AM small shed behind the
town clerk’s office.



Rent Usl!

EnfieldCommunityCenter.com/Rentals

See our website for all available options
Contact Debbie at 607-280-1495
dlteeter58@gmail.com, cbailey525@yahoo.com

Kitchen/Small Meeting Room

Under 4 hrs $60 ($50 for Enfield residents)

4-6 hrs $100 ($80 for Enfield residents)

Full day up to 8 hrs $150 (8120 for Enfield residents)

Great Room

Weekend - Fri, Sat, or Sun

Full day Sat $800 ($700 for Enfield residents)

Full day Fri or Sun $700 ($600 for Enfield residents)
Full weekend option available see website

Other events

Under 4 hrs $300 ($250 for Enfield residents)

4-6 hrs $400 ($350 for Enfield residents)

Full day up to 8 hrs $800 ($§700 for Enfield residents)

Pavillion

Full day 9 AM — 9 PM $100 per day ($80 for Enfield
residents)

Half day 9 AM — 3 PM or 3 PM - 9 PM $60 for half
day ($40 for Enfield residents)

Enfield Resource
Hub—Community
Justice Center

Enfield Community Center

162 Enfield Main Road, Ithaca, NY 14850

Open First and Third Wednesdays of Each Month
12:00-2:00 PM

Resources available through the Community Resource
Hubs include:

° Computers and Internet Access
Get online and find information that you need,
a printer is available so you can take
information home

e  Find Transportation Resources and Schedules
to Meet your Needs
We'll help you find reliable transportation

e  Get Help Finding and Filling out Forms for
Benefits and Services
Free assistance to fill out online or paper forms

e  Take Medical Appointments Over the
Phone or Internet
Free internet, computer and phone access
are available

Community members are encouraged to visit the hubs
during open hours, appointments are not necessary.
Those looking for more information can contact the
Community Justice Center at 607-793-0473 or
msmiley@tompkins-co.org.

For resources right away, dial 2-1-1. A local person
will listen to your needs and get you connection
and information.

Catholic Charities (607) 272-5062
Cayuga Medical Center (607) 274-4011
Dept. of Social Services (607 )274-5689
Suicide and Crisis Hotline 988

LAW NY Legal Aid (607) 273-3667
Mental Health Clinic (607) 274-6200
Pregnancy & Parenting (607) 274-6604
St. Johns Shelter (607) 354-8990
Salvation Army (607) 273-1616

TCAT Bus Service (607) 277-7433
Community Action (607) 273-8816
Women, Infants, and Children (607) 274-6630
Housing Authority (607) 273-8629
Tenants Union (607) 277-4080

TC Assigned Counsel (607) 272-7487
REACH Medical (607) 273-7000



Town of Enfield Contact List

Enfield Town Board

townofenfieldny.gov

Meetings are held in the

Enfield Town Courthouse, 182 Enfield Main Road, upstairs
2nd Wednesday, 6:30 PM

Town Supervisor

Stephanie Redmond
607-592-0131
supervisor@townofenfield.gov

Town Council Members

Robert Lynch robert-lynch@townofenfield.gov
Melissa Millspaugh
melissa-millspaugh@townofenfield.gov

Jude Lemke jude-lemke@townofenfield.gov
Cassandra Hinkle chinkle@townofenfield.gov

Planning Board

Meetings are held in the

Community Building, 182 Enfield Main Road, upstairs
1st Wednesday, 7 PM

Dan Walker Chair
607-387-6394
dan-walker@townofenfield.gov
Ann Chaffee

Michael Carpenter

Henry Hansteen

Rich Teeter

Town Offices

Town Clerk 607-273-8256

168 Enfield Main Road

Mary Cornell Town Clerk townclerk@townofenfield.gov
Pat Baker Deputy Town Clerk
deputytownclerk@townofenfield.gov

Office Hours: M—-Th 11 AM-4 PM

Town Website: TownofEnfield.gov

Highway Department 607-272-6490
475 Enfield Main Road

Barry Rollins Highway Superintendent
highway@townofenfield.gov

Office Hours: M-F: 6 AM—-2:30 PM

Town Court 607-272-0529
Town Courthouse, 182 Enfield Main Road, upstairs
Justice Knutsen-King: Tuesday, 5:00 PM

Code Enforcement Office 607-277-0266

Enfield Town Courthouse, 182 Enfield Main Road, upstairs
Alan Teeter Code Enforcement Officer
code-officer@townofenfield.gov

Office Hours: M—Th 8:30—11 AM; Wed. 5-7 PM

Town Historian
162 Enfield Main Road
Sue Thompson historian@townofenfield.gov

Town of Enfield Updates

Town Of Enfield Has A New Web Domain

As you may have noticed, the Town of Enfield has a
new web domain. The new domain is
townofenfieldny.gov. All email addresses have been
updated to match the new domain. Please contact the
Clerk'’s Office with any questions.

Enfield Cemetery Cleanup Day

Join us on April 25 as we honor those who have
passed. Community cemetery cleanup days play a vital
role in bringing townspeople together. We encourage
you to bring any tools you can contribute such as
weedwhackers, mowers, or scrub brushes. We will
provide scrub brushes, cleaners, trash bags, and
assistance with branch removal. We look forward to
seeing you there!

Town Road Cleanup

On May 9, we will host a road cleanup starting at 8 AM.
The event will continue until all selected roads are
clean. Gloves and trash bags will be provided. For more
information, please contact the Town Clerk’s office.

Enfield Highway Department Cleanup Days

On May 14th,1-5 PM, May 15th, 1-5 PM, and May 16th, 8
AM - 12 PM, the Enfield Highway Department will be
hosting cleanup days. Residents are encouraged to
bring their items for disposal. Assistance with
unloading will be provided with a front loader. The
event will take place at the Enfield Highway
Department located at 457 Enfield Main Rd.

TOWN OF ENFIELD TIRE COLLECTION EVENT

WHEN: Saturday, May 16th, 8am - Noon ONLY. No
dumping allowed before or after the event.

WHERE: Town of Enfield Highway Department 475
Enfield Main Rd, Ithaca, NY 14850, Follow signs

The tires that are collected will be shredded and
repurposed into products such as road surface and
playground material. Tires must be clean due to
equipment capabilities used to process them. Clean
tires shall mean: free from mud, debris and gravel and
pressure washed before arrival if dirty.

RATE: $5.00 per passenger tire, light duty truck tire,
and compact tractor tire (less than 36-inch diameter),
$20.00 per oversized commercial and agricultural tires
(less than 48-inch rim diameter)

Payment by cash or a check is required at the time of
drop-off. *TIRES MUST BE CLEAN* Dirty tires may be
refused at time of drop off

SPONSORED BY: Tompkins County Soil & Water
Conservation District and the Town of Enfield.

Open to Town of Enfield residents ONLY. For more
information, please call (607) 257-2340.



Road Construction Update: Bostwick Road

Culvert Replacement

We want to inform you that the town of Enfield will be
replacing the culverts at the bottom of Bostwick Road
near the intersection of Enfield Main Road. This
important project is scheduled to take place this
coming summer.

Please be aware that Bostwick Road will likely be
closed for several weeks during the construction
period. We appreciate your understanding and
patience as we work to enhance our infrastructure
and ensure safe transportation for all.

Stay tuned for further updates, and thank you for
your cooperation!

Update for Enfield Residents: NYSEG's FLAIR Project
New York State Electric and Gas (NYSEG) plans to
replace the existing wooden poles, standing for over 90
years, with taller steel monopoles as part of their $88
million "FLAIR" project. This initiative aims to enhance
energy transmission from Montour Falls to Ithaca.

This action has raised concerns including the visual
impact of the new structures and potential health risks
associated with the increased power capacity. In
response to these concerns, the Enfield Town Board
has formally designated itself as a "Party of Interest” in
the Public Service Commission's review process,
ensuring that we remain informed and involved in the
discussions surrounding this project.

As the review continues, the Town Board is committed
to representing the interests of our community. We
encourage residents to stay engaged and voice your
opinions as we navigate the implications of this
significant infrastructure change. Your input is vital to
shaping the future of Enfield!

Collaborating with Design Connect for

the Enfield Youth Park

We are excited to announce that the town of Enfield
has been accepted into the Design Connect program
through Cornell University! This unique initiative will
connect a group of Cornell students with our
community to develop a design proposal for our new
youth park based on your feedback and ideas.

As part of this program, the students will actively
engage with our residents, seeking your input on what
you envision for the park. We encourage everyone to
participate in this collaborative process! Look out for
announcements regarding community meetings,
workshops, and surveys where you can share your
thoughts and provide valuable feedback.

This is a fantastic opportunity for our community to
work together and help shape a space that reflects the
needs and desires of our youth. Your involvement is
vital to the success of this project. Let's make our youth
park a place that everyone can enjoy!

Stay tuned for more updates, and thank you for
your participation in making Enfield a better place
for our youth!

Important Update on Property Tax Exemptions

for Low-Income Seniors

We are pleased to share an important update regarding
property tax exemptions for low-income seniors in

our community. In response to New York State's

recent legislative changes, the Town of Enfield has
amended its local law to enhance property tax

benefits for seniors.

Previously, the Town Board had established a property
tax exemption of 50% for seniors with low incomes.
However, due to the recent update in state law, eligible
senior residents now have the opportunity to receive a
property tax exemption of up to 65% if they have an
annual income of $32,000 or less.

This enhancement aims to provide greater financial
relief to our senior community, ensuring that our
seniors can continue to live comfortably and
maintain their homes.

We encourage all qualified senior residents to take
advantage of this updated exemption. Please help
spread the word to ensure that our senior residents are
aware of this valuable benefit.



Join the Town of Enfield Conservation

Advisory Council

The Town of Enfield is considering formation of a
Conservation Advisory Council (CAC). As a first step,
we seek community interest among our residents
toward joining such a council. A Conservation
Advisory Council, composed of 3-9 appointed
members, would play a key role in promoting
environmental stewardship and sustainable
community planning. CAC members would conduct
policy research, deliver educational programs, and
implement stewardship projects while gathering and
sharing important information with town agencies,
land-use applicants, and the public. Members
would advise the Town Board and its departments
on best-practices for management of Enfield’s
natural resources.

A primary focus of the CAC would be to maintain an
inventory and map of our local open spaces—such as
forests, fields, and wetlands—providing essential data
for smart community planning. CAC members would
collaborate to prepare an annual open space
assessment. By assisting our planning board with
environmental reviews, the CAC would contribute
significantly to preserving our natural resources.
Members would have the opportunity to conduct site
visits, analyze environmental impacts, and explore
how natural areas relate to surrounding resources.

If you are passionate about conservation and eager to
make a positive impact in our community, please
express your interest in applying for a position on the
CAC. Letter of interest can be sent to the Town Clerk at
townclerk@townofenfield.org or mailed to 168 Enfield
Main Rd, Ithaca, NY 14850.

Enfield Fire District

Board of Fire Commissioners (Terms expire at the end of the
year noted):
Greg Stevenson (‘26), Chair

Buddy Rollins (27),
Commissioner

Robyn Wishna ('28),
Commissioner

stevenson.ebofc@gmail.com

rollins4enfield@juno.com
wishna.ebofc@gmail.com

Donnie Gunning (‘29),
Commissioner

Alan Teeter (‘30),
Commissioner

dgunning.ebofc@gmail.com

ajteeterfarm@msn.com

Fire District Staff:

Amanda Walrad, Secretary awalrad.ebofc@gmail.com

Jenna Oplinger, Treasurer joplinger.ebofc@gmail.com

The Board of Fire Commissioners will meet on January 6,
2026 for the Annual Organizational Meeting. The Board will
designate and appoint staff and member positions for the
2026 calendar year. It will also formalize its 2026 regular
meeting schedule, which is expected to remain the first and
third Tuesdays of each month. The meetings are all public
and will begin at 6:30 PM at the Enfield Fire Station located at
172 Enfield Main Road. The meeting schedule is subject to
change. All legal notices, including notices of changes to the
meeting schedule, are posted on the public notice board on
the front exterior of the fire station.

The fire district has a new website that can be located
at enfieldnyfire.org

The fire district anticipates the appointment of a new
Treasurer for 2027. Details are being worked out as of the
newsletter deadline. Stay tuned for details.

2026 Regular Meeting Schedule (pending BOFC approval):

January 6 & 20, February 3 & 17, March 3 & 17, April 7 & 21,
May 5 & 19, June 2 & 16, July 7 & 21, August 4 & 18, September 1
& 15, October 6 & 20, November 3 & 17, and December 1 & 15

All meetings begin at 6:30 PM at the Enfield Fire Station, 172
Enfield Main Road.

Submitted by Greg W Stevenson



Enfield Community Council
162 Enfield Main Road
Ithaca, NY 14850
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